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GOLD REPORT 2026 KEY CHANGES SUMMARY 

Document Layout, References & Figures  

In total 330 new references have been added to the GOLD 2026 report as listed alphabetically at the end of this 

document. PubMed links (where available) have been included in the reference list. 

 

In the 2026 revision of the GOLD report several changes have been made as follows:  

 The chapters included in the 2026 document are as follows: 

• Chapter 1: Definition and Overview 

• Chapter 2: Diagnosis and Assessment 

• Chapter 3: Prevention and Management of COPD 

• Chapter 4: Management of Exacerbations 

• Chapter 5: COPD and Comorbidities 

• Chapter 6: Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies in COPD 

 In total 14 new figures have been introduced for 2026 as listed in the ‘Table of Figures’ below and denoted 

by an asterisk*. In addition, many of the existing figures have been edited and updated. 

Key Changes 

i. In Chapter 1 the section on the Burden of COPD has been updated with the latest 

epidemiological statistics and references. 

ii. In Chapter 2 the Screening and Case-finding section has been updated and two new figures 

have been added (Figures 2.8 and 2.9) 

iii. Vaccination Recommendations for people with COPD have been updated with the latest 

information on RSV and influenza vaccination.  

iv. The criteria defining GOLD A, B and E categories have been adjusted due to emerging 

evidence from observational studies that even one moderate or severe exacerbation prior 

to initiating maintenance pharmacological therapy increases the risk of subsequent events 

(Figure 3.7, 3.8 and 3.9). The threshold of one moderate exacerbation should now be used 

to consider treatment escalation, with the aim of achieving a low disease activity state 

characterized by no exacerbations. 

v. A new section on Disease Activity has been included in the report. 

vi. The Management Cycle and Treatment Algorithms in Chapter 3 have been further clarified 

to emphasize the distinction between INITIAL pharmacological treatment (for treatment 

naïve COPD patients) versus FOLLOW-UP pharmacological treatment (for patients on 

existing pharmacological treatment regimens) as shown in updated Figures 3.7, 3.8 and 3.9. 

vii. A new Figure 3.11 has been added to outline the evidence for the use of Biologic Therapy in 

COPD. 

viii. Chapter 4 – Exacerbations of COPD has been completely revised, and new figures have 

been introduced.  

ix. Chapter 5 – Multimorbidity in COPD has been completely revised, and new figures have 

been introduced. 

x. A new Chapter 6 – Emerging Technology and COPD has been added.  

xi. The GOLD Report has been re-structured with a significant amount of text and figures 

moved to Appendices 1-4 to improve flow and clarity and reduce repetition. 

xii. A Table of Abbreviations has been included, and abbreviations are being used throughout 
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the report to improve readability. 

xiii. References have been checked and updated throughout the document. 

 

TABLE OF FIGURES 

Title Figure Number 

Description of levels of evidence Figure A 

Estimated COPD prevalence according to different sources Figure 1.1* 

FEV1 trajectories (TR) over the life course Figure 1.2 

Proposed taxonomy (etiotypes) for COPD Figure 1.3 

Clinical indicators for considering a diagnosis of COPD Figure 2.1 

Other causes of chronic cough Figure 2.2 

Differential diagnosis of COPD Figure 2.3 

Considerations in performing spirometry Figure 2.4 

Spirometry - normal trace; Spirometry – airflow obstruction Figure 2.5 

Spirometry to confirm a COPD diagnosis Figure 2.6 

Role of spirometry in COPD Figure 2.7 

Factors that may be associated with COPD underdiagnosis Figure 2.8* 

An algorithm for COPD case-finding Figure 2.9* 

GOLD grades and severity of airflow obstruction in COPD (based on post-bronchodilator FEV1) Figure 2.10 

Modified MRC dyspnea scale Figure 2.11 

CAAT assessment Figure 2.12 

GOLD ABE assessment tool Figure 2.13 

Use of CT in stable COPD Figure 2.14 

Goals for treatment of stable COPD Figure 3.1 

Management of COPD Figure 3.2 

Identify & reduce risk factor exposure Figure 3.3 

Brief strategies to help the patient willing to quit Figure 3.4 

Treating tobacco use and dependence  Figure 3.5 

Vaccination for people with COPD Figure 3.6 

Diagnosis and management cycle Figure 3.7 

Initial pharmacological treatment Figure 3.8 

Follow-up pharmacological treatment Figure 3.9 

Factors to consider when initiating ICS treatment Figure 3.10 

Evidence supporting use of biologics in the treatment of COPD Figure 3.11* 

Management of patients currently on LABA+ICS Figure 3.12 

Key points for inhalation of drugs Figure 3.13 

Basic principles for appropriate inhalation device choice Figure 3.14 

Non-pharmacological management of COPD Figure 3.15 

Follow-up of non-pharmacological treatment Figure 3.16 

Oxygen therapy and ventilatory support in stable COPD Figure 3.17 

Prescription of supplemental oxygen to COPD patients Figure 3.18 

Evidence supporting a reduction in mortality with pharmacotherapy and non-pharmacotherapy 

in COPD patients 

Figure 3.19 

Palliative care, end of life and hospice care in COPD Figure 3.20 

Overview of current and proposed surgical and bronchoscopic interventions for people with Figure 3.21 
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COPD 

Interventional therapy in stable COPD Figure 3.22 

Surgical and interventional therapies in advanced emphysema Figure 3.23 

Exacerbations: diagnosis and assessment Figure 4.1 

Classification of the severity of COPD exacerbations Figure 4.2 

Conditions that may mimic or worsen exacerbation-like symptoms Figure 4.3* 

Assessing the appropriate place of management during COPD exacerbation Figure 4.4* 

Management of severe but not life-threatening exacerbations Figure 4.5 

Key points for the management of exacerbations Figure 4.6 

Indications for high flow oxygen therapy (HFNT) Figure 4.7* 

Indications for noninvasive mechanical ventilation (NIV) Figure 4.8 

Indications for invasive mechanical ventilation Figure 4.9 

Discharge criteria and recommendations for follow-up Figure 4.10 

Interventions that reduce the frequency of COPD exacerbations Figure 4.11 

Summary of the modified 4Ms person-centered approach to multimorbid patients with COPD Figure 5.1* 

Morbidity clusters frequently present in patients with COPD that independently impact 

outcomes 

Figure 5.2* 

Treatable traits in pulmonary hypertension-COPD (PH-COPD) and suggested management Figure 5.3* 

Common risk factors for development of lung cancer Figure 5.4 

Potential complementary approach for the detection of frequent morbidities in all patients with 

COPD – initial evaluation 

Figure 5.5* 

Potential complementary approach for the detection of frequent morbidities in all patients with 

COPD – regular follow-up 

Figure 5.6* 

Principal AI models Figure 6.1* 

Potential risks and mitigation strategies of AI in medicine Figure 6.2* 

COPD follow-up checklist Appendix 2 

Maintenance medications in COPD Figure A3.1 

Bronchodilators in stable COPD Figure A3.2 

Anti-inflammatory therapy in stable COPD Figure A3.3 

Other pharmacological treatments Figure A3.4 

Pulmonary rehabilitation, self-management and integrative care in COPD Figure A4.1 

 

*Denotes new figure for 2026 

NEW REFERENCES ADDED 
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Trial. N Engl J Med 2024; 390(22): 2061-73 10.1056/NEJMoa2401389 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38767248. 
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